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“These are indeed special times …” is a 
common phrase at the beginning of many 
newsletters and emails these days. Indeed, 
the times are special and challenging. Many 
of us have had to adapt and change to new 
rules, regulations, routines, and the “new” 
normal is not that normal yet at all. All these 
changes can be painful.  

Many theological education institutions have 
had to adapt and adopt a new and different 
system: Remote Learning. Remote Learning 
is decidedly not the same as distance 
learning and must be seen as an emergency 
stopgap to meet the needs these challenging 
times dictate. How emergency and interim 
these measures will end up being remains to 
be seen. A lot of debates are happening in 
that area and many institutions seem to see 
new options and possibilities they had not 
realized before. Others again see huge 
challenges and obstacles. The institutions 
might be able to overcome these more or 
less successfully, but will the students? 

The question of “What is best?” is often 
balanced with “What is doable?” or even 
“What is financially survivable?”. Waiting for 
lockdown to end before starting classes 
again will lead to an economic and 
competitive disadvantage – never mind the 
administrative nightmare of rescheduling an 
academic calendar. Change is needed but 
change is always painful. 

ESSA has managed to adapt. Not only was 
the block-release mode more flexible than a 
set Semester system but also was it possible 
to postpone, reschedule and adjust individual 
courses as needed. Due to its size the 
Seminary applied for (and received) special 
permission from DHET to re-open ahead of 
most others. ESSA quickly set up our own 
Moodle platform as well as Google 

Classroom – for remote access by students. 
ESSA recorded audio lectures for students 
but the system only showed limited success. 
Many students stated that if they had 
wanted distance education, they could have 
gone elsewhere. They intentionally opted for 
the block release mode at ESSA.  

ESSA has gone back to contact classes in the 
block release mode. Change is painful and 
turned out to not be what was needed. Due 
to the lockdown we have lost 2 courses so far 
and are at this moment losing a third due to 
positive Covid-19 tests among staff 
members.  

Further painful change lies in my own 
resignation from the Seminary. Due to a 
variety of factors my family and I are 
returning to Germany on 22nd of August for 
personal reasons. This is another painful 
change, not just for the Seminary but for me 
as well. I would have loved to see the block 
release mode succeed, to see the first cohort 
of students graduate. I would have loved to 
see additional staff join and grow the 
Seminary and ESSA becoming more and 
more stable and stronger.  

But this was not to be. We trust that our Lord 
and Saviour has not just been at ESSA in the 
past but that he is still building HIS Seminary 
into what and where it should be – to His 
glory. We pray that all of ESSA’s graduates, 
past, present, and future, will remember 
their Seminary fondly and proudly and will 
re-connect to the Seminary to claim God’s 
praises for what he has done in this place. 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us,  21 to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. (Eph 3:20-21 
NIV) 

In Christ’s service,  
Johannes Klapprodt 
(former Academic Dean) 

Call to prayerful discernment 
Once again the future of the Seminary is at a 
crucial crossroads. Read more on p. 2  

Overview of upcoming courses 
While all plans were set for 2020 and 2021 the 
pandemic is apparently not a big friend of any 
plans. More details on p. 3 

Thanks to the Klapprodt Family  
Johannes Klapprodt and family return to 
Germany end of August 2020.  
More details on p. 3 

Special Thanks to Johannes 
The governing body says Thank You to Johannes  
Read more on p. 3 

 

Goodbye Johannes 

South Africa 2008 - 2020 

 

 

August 2020 

Change is painful 
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I am writing to you because of your long 
association with ESSA which you hold dear 
to your heart. 

ESSA has suffered many crises over the 
years: 

1. Back in 1994 ESSA was in serious financial 
distress, owing about R920000 (about R2 
million in today’s money). In the goodness of 
God all of that was paid off and, in time, we 
bought six houses, reroofed ten and even 
had designated savings of R1.6 million. We 
joined the Cluster, offered a university 
degree and later an Honours degree. We 
were accredited first by ACTEA and then by 
SAQA. 

2. A relatively minor crisis was the sudden 
resignation of Aminidab which we weathered 
because there was a strong team of people in  
place in various portfolios. 

3. Then there was the major crisis in 
governance from 2005. 

When ESSA was deregistered from 2012 we 
asked the fundamental question back then 
“Has God finished with ESSA?’. The group at 
that time said ‘no’ and so we persisted 
through many trials and the Lord faithfully 
brought ESSA through it all: 

• A debt of R620000 was paid off. 

• A new curriculum was designed. 

• Johannes did a lot of PR work. He 
offered The Occasional Workshops to 
local churches. 

• It was decided to let out 10 of the 12 
buildings and this provided ESSA with 
sufficient income to operate. 

• Staff were retrenched but found 
alternative employment and lost 
students went on to other seminaries 
with credits being transferred. 

Most importantly it was decided to change to 
a Mixed Mode form of delivery. 

The long uphill battle with officialdom led to 
ESSA’s B Th degree being accredited by CHE 
and, eventually being reregistered by the 
Department of Higher Education (making 
ESSA the first institution to be reregistered 
after having lost registration) 

During those long years ESSA was not dead 
but dormant and sprang back to life. 

ESSA thus took in its first cohort of students 
in January 2020. The aim was for a maximum 
of 10 and we have 8 with 3 more applications 
pending. 

4. Just when we were getting going again the 
Covid virus struck but Johannes has made 
suitable arrangements and most modules 
have been taught. (which, by the way, fully 
vindicates the decision to go Block-release 
Mode) 

5. Just as ESSA was rebuilding, Johannes has 
resigned with effect from mid-August for 
family crisis reasons. The family has to return 
to Germany in time for the next school year. 
Thus the key remaining academic staff 
member has left. 

The options seem to be: 

A. If we discern God’s will to keep going then 
we have to find a principal quickly. This is a 
matter of urgent prayer. 

B. If we must close down then there are a few 
scenarios: 

• Sell everything to another 
denomination or bible school. 

• Sell off the buildings piece-meal and 
give the proceeds to other seminaries 
which share our doctrinal basis as 
required by the Dissolution Clause in the 
constitution. This could take a few years 
to complete and the market prices are 
depressed at present. 

• Merge with some other existing 
seminary and continue. 

C. Is there a possible Plan C? 

Please set aside some time to wait on the 
Lord to discern His will for ESSA. 

Has the Lord finished with ESSA? 

In about 10 days time please write to me 
directing your emails to info@essa.ac.za . 
We do need a word from the Lord and much 
wisdom. In all that we do we must ‘be a 
people to the praise of His glory’. 

Blessings, 

Bill Houston 

 

 

 

 

The remainder of 2020 as well as the draft for 
2021 has been set. All courses have been 
planned and names have been allocated to 
about 80% of the upcoming courses. 
Lecturers have indicated willingness and in 
some cases availability but the calendar is 
highly uncertain. 

The Higher Education Department has 
announced that the Academic Year of 2020 
will only end in March 2021. This has caused 
much debate and the final decision seems 
open as yet. This solution comes with a 
myriad of practical questions and very little 
feasible suggestions. Again change will be 
painful but necessary. 

With all of these questions in mind any set 
"Academic Calendar" is very much in 
question and must be understood as 
preliminary at best.  

The sequence of courses will probably also 
see some changes in line with lecturer’s 
availability. The schedule has mainly been 
designed with an eye on the overall calendar 
and the required periods between courses 
rather than specific availabilities. Each course 
is considered as a “slot” in the calendar and 
which lecturer fills which slot is yet up for 
negotiations. 

In addition to the already mentioned 
uncertainties regarding the South African 
Higher Education landscape the matter of a 
new academic Dean is also an uncertainty. 
Not the fact that ESSA needs one (we do!) 
but the matter of who and when such a Dean 
will be appointed. The calendar for the entire 
year 2021 has been drafted and all courses 
have names as suggested lecturers. Yet a 
new Academic Dean may have ideas and 
suggestions of her/his own and it would be 
unfair to already publish names at this stage.  

Please understand if we can’t publish lecturer 
allocations at this stage. Please also 
understand that a new Academic Dean will 
need lots of prayer and support from 
students, lecturers, friends and supporters 
alike.  

Code and Course Date Lecturer 

BIB 106 - Life of Christ 28 Sep – 02 Oct  Dr Rose Nyrimana 

MIN 101 - Teaching as Ministry 26-30 Oct  Dr Steve Hardy (US) 

BIB 107 - Pentateuch 23-27 Nov  Dr Riens de Haan 

Overview of 
upcoming courses 
2020/2021 

Call to prayerful discernment 

mailto:info@essa.ac.za
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The Klapprodt family is returning to 
Germany on 22 August 2020 on account of a 
family crisis. They came to South Africa 
twelve years ago. The three sons have had 
their early education here.  It has been a 
demanding time for the family given the 
repeated uncertainty around the renewal of 
visas, the hectic age and stage of the 
children, the fact that Christine’s visa did not 
allow her to work  in South Africa, furloughs 
which did not allow much time for rest and 
recuperation, the challenges associated with 
ESSA and the accompanying heavy load of 
work and responsibility which Johannes 
carried. We wish them well as they transition 
back into Germany. Reverse culture shock is 
usually a challenge for people who have lived 
abroad for a long time. 

You leave with our profound thanks to you as 
a family together with our good wishes and 
prayers that our God will go with you and be 
gracious to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is true to say that ESSA would not have 
survived had Johannes not been here. He 
joined the staff as a lecturer in 2008 and then 
witnessed first-hand ESSA being hollowed 
out as long serving staff left and the financial 
situation became constrained. When ESSA 
lost its registration with the Department of 
Higher Education, effectively from 2012, he 
was the one academic staff member who 
remained. ESSA had not died but it was 
dormant, and Johannes faithfully nurtured 
the fragile creature over the years.  

He constructed a new curriculum. He 
mastered the glossary of “eduspeak” terms. 
He wrote numerous letters and sent 
voluminous documents to the Council on 
Higher Education and the Department of 
Higher Education and Training. He produced 
the Steps of Faith regularly. He held the 
small staff team together and led their 
devotions. He networked with an amazing 
range of people, ministers’ fraternals and 
theological colleges. He upgraded the IT 
network. He was a visiting lecturer in three 
other bible colleges. He commenced his 
doctoral studies (mainly for visa reasons). He 
had to cope with the repeated frustrations of 
delays on the part of officialdom as well as 
living under the cloud of an uncertain future 
while all the time trying to keep hope alive. 

He had the pleasure of seeing ESSA 
reregistered by the government as well as 
the relaunch of classes at the beginning of 
2020. And then the Covid-19 virus struck and 
presented another set of challenges in terms 
of online learning. 

The ‘Board’ and members and friends of the 
ESSA community salute you for all that you 
have done and offer our profound and 
heartfelt thanks to you. We hold you in high 
regard and in our hearts. We thank our God 
who gave you to ESSA for this season. May 
the Lord open the door to you for some 
effective ministry as you return home 

Well done, good and faithful servant. 

While I do appreciate these kind and friendly 
words I would be amiss if I didn’t point out 
two important factors: 

Firstly none of the above could have been 
achieved without the loyal, humble, and 
enduring staff at ESSA. They stuck with the 
Seminary in a situation they had little impact 
on and whose future they could barely 
influence. They knew my faults and yet stuck 

with the Seminary in service of the Lord they 
love. 

Secondly none of the above could have been 
achieved – even with this amazing staff – if 
our Lord had not been providing, guiding, 
correcting, and encouraging us to push on.  

I am being reminded of my first year of 
training at Bible College. A wise older 
lecturer told us that “God blesses, in spite of 
us doing our best.” ESSA is one of the most 
obvious examples of this statement. We have 
toiled and planned and worked and done and 
often thought that we have done a great job. 
And God looked at it and blessed our efforts 
in spite of what we were doing. The glory 
belongs to our God and we all are mere tools 
in His hands. 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS  
189 Pine Street  
Pietermaritzburg 

POSTAL ADDRESS  
P O Box 2400  
Pietermaritzburg 3200  
South Africa 

Banking details:  
Account name: ESSA  
First National Bank  
Boom St Branch  
(Branch/Sort Code: 221 325) Account No. 
5093 1189 217 Swift Code: FIRNZAJJA767 

Tel: +27 (0)33 3941679  
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Thanks to the 
Klapprodt family 

Special thanks 
to Johannes Johannes’ 

Reflections: 


