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We’re most definitely not the only ones 
asking ourselves this question “And now…?”. 
If you have followed developments at the 
Evangelical Seminary of Southern Africa over 
these past years you will have noticed that 
we have endured many crisis and overcome 
varying challenges. Finally, after many years 
of hard labour and tensions, we received 
registration, accreditation, and were all set 
and ready to offer the BTh degree once 
again. We processed applications, we ran an 
orientation programme and welcomed the 
first students into the programme. We 
successfully ran our first course end of 
February. The students were excited, 
classroom interaction left us wanting more, 
and there was this overall sense of “We’re 
back!”. And now … ? 

Of course this new beginning didn’t go 
without setbacks. Study PC’s got stolen from 
the library and the Academic Deans 
computer got stolen as well. Accepted 
students didn’t make it to orientation while 
others showed up without notice. Staff and 
students started the new programme 
together. We got to appreciate each other 
and felt a sense of purpose once again. 
Students came to learn, staff came to serve, 
together we wished to grow. Things started 
out great and we anticipated a strong year 
ahead. But then Covid-19 happened. And 
now … ? 

Now we realize how globalization has made 
isolation impossible. How incidents in 
remote areas of the globe do affect us 
wherever we are. Maybe not today but 
certainly next week. This global pandemic 
has shown us the interconnectedness of all. 

Now we also realize that our sense of 
“control” was a mere illusion. As nations and 
communities struggle to come to terms with 

this pandemic and what it means for us in 
general and for each one in detail we all 
realize how little control we actually have 
over anything. Suddenly such a little thing as 
an unexpected virus has economies 
crumbling, society panicking, and has the 
health sector overwhelmed. And now … ? 

As theological education institution we, just 
like most others, are re-considering many 
aspects of what we thought was a given. Not 
just in terms of how to offer a contact 
programme in times of social distancing or 
how to manage the transition into remote 
learning. But even more important than how 
to teach is the question of what to teach.  

A few weeks ago we considered a list of 
“worst problems in the African Church”. 
Items like syncretism, nepotism, Prosperity 
Gospel, and many other things were on the 
list. Today that list looks completely 
different. And now … ? 

We praise God and confess that God is NOT 
surprised or overwhelmed by this pandemic. 
He is the Almighty, the Creator, and he 
knows all things from beginning to the end. 
This pandemic has not shaken our faith or 
questioned our trust in HIM. His word 
remains and is our foundation. And yet 
ministry will change. Not because the word 
has changed or God himself might have 
changed but because our context has.  

None of us know what the direct future will 
look like. We’re all stumbling in the dark and 
doing our best to be prepared for a situation 
we can’t fathom yet. And now … we praise 
and glorify God. Even if none of us know – he 
does. He is prepared and he will make a way. 

Will you pray with us for guidance? 

 

 

Johannes Klapprodt,  
Academic Dean 

Welcoming the new Students 2020 

 
A (very) brief introduction to our new students can be 
found on p. 2  

Bumpy Beginnings  
The beginning of the academic programme was not as 
smooth as we had hoped. Read more on p.2  

New Accommodation Building 
For various reasons the Seminary is in need of a new 
accommodation building. Plans are being discussed and 
we wanted to share first impressions with you. Read 
more on p.3  

 

May 2020 

And now …? 



STEPS OF FAITH AT THE EVANGELICAL SEMINARY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA |    1/2020 2 

 

 

Nimram Longbap Durven is originally from 
Nigeria and has a background in accounting. 
Mark Green-White was a music teacher until 
recently and still serves as boardermaster at 
a local high school. Samson Kituta 
Matabaro is the founder of Key Ministries 
International and is involved in ministry with 
and among refugees. Bunguke Mabus 
Mwenemahefu is a pastor in distant 
Mpumalanga province. Ndodo Israel Ndlovu 
has begun studies at ESSA as early as 2002. 
His involvement with ECAP (ESSA Christian 
Aids Programme) has kept him busy. 
Musawenkosi Nicholas Ndumo is a retired 
prison warden who has been pastoring a 
church in the local community. Sivuyile 
Wilberforce Ntshokoma is a lay minister in 
distant Durban. Msawenkosi Ian Vezi hails 
from the Eastern Cape and has been involved 
in ministry ever since he left school.  

Above picture was taken at the 2020 
Orientation. Below picture shows the 
students hard at work in the ESSA 
classroom. 

Please pray with us for our students. They 
have begun what will be a long and 
challenging road. They have decided to 
commit several years to preparation for 
ministry. Their aim is to serve our Lord and 
Saviour better wherever he will use them. 
Most students remain in employment or 
ministry and have additional obligations in 
the family and community. The block release 
at ESSA is in most cases the only way they 
can afford to be trained.  

Pray with us that they will remain true to the 
calling and that we will serve them as best we 
can.  

ESSA has finally, after several years of 
imposed dormancy, relaunched the Bachelor 
of Theology programme. 

Of course this new beginning didn’t go 
without setbacks. First, in a well-planned and 
executed heist, 10 student PC’s got stolen 
from the library building, including screens, 
keyboards, and all other items. The insurance 
was very understanding and paid out enough 
for us to replace them with 4 new computers. 

Then the computer was stolen from the 
office of the Academic Dean – just 10 days 
before he taught the first course. Most 
course material was saved on the server, but 
there’s always bits and pieces that were 
overlooked in the back-up process … and 
which were then gone. The same applied to 
most other ESSA documents. Accreditation 
and other items and communication, 
outlines, plans and important material was, 
of course, saved on a server, but … staff 
pictures, the ESSA logo in various colours, 
links and random documents as well as all 
sermons from the past 10 years and other 
things were now gone. Most items were not 
considered important enough to save 
somewhere but now that they’re gone the 
loss is sorely felt. Insurance once again was 
understanding and contributed to the 
purchase of an official ESSA Laptop – which 
is no longer kept in the office overnight. 

We overcame these challenges and even 
though it was a bumpy start, the course went 
well. Students adjusted to each other and a 
sense of fellowship started growing. We 
received more and more applications and 
were looking forward to the next course (23-
27 March and 30 March – 04 April). But then 
Covid-19 happened.  

We decided to postpone the next course in 
line with generally accepted social distancing 
protocols. Then the President of South Africa 
declared a State of Disaster and announced a 
nationwide lockdown from 26 of March until 
16 April, which then was extended until 30 
April with further extensions possible.  

Like many other education institutions we 
are “dancing in the dark”. We are currently 
caught between responsible considerations 
for health, government guidelines and 
regulations on what to do or not to do in 
higher education, economic considerations 
of paying staff who are not permitted to 

Bumpy 
beginnings 

Welcoming the new Students 2020 
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work, and planning ahead without 
indications of how or when the situation 
might change.   

The fact that this is a global pandemic allows 
to look “beyond the fence” and see what 
other institutions are doing. Yet the context 
of other institutions is often very different to 
ours. 

The current situation has us preparing for 1 of 
2 scenarios. We have reviewed the academic 
calendar and are planning to begin the next 
course on 18 May. 

• IF the lockdown is lifted or relaxed 
sufficiently for us to have classes again 
we will meet at ESSA, as originally 
planned. In that case nothing has 
changed besides the calendar dates. 

• IF the lockdown is NOT lifted or relaxed 
and we are not permitted to have contact 
with students … then we will enter into 
“remote learning”. This will see us utilize 
Google Classroom and record and upload 
teaching sessions per video. 

Currently we are preparing both options in 
parallel and trying to anticipate the most 
probable outcome. A decision will need to be 
taken on 1st of May. Again we pray for 
wisdom and guidance for the decision ahead. 

Most institutions of higher learning in Africa 
are dependent on overseas funding, even for 
the running costs. ESSA plans to break that 
cycle of dependency. A purpose-built and 
more space efficient building to house 
students when they come in for face to face 
time for a week is therefore needed.  

ESSA has changed the mode of delivering 
lectures in 2020 from full-time-residential to 
block release (mixed mode) and has 
therefore rented out many of its old historic 
Victorian buildings. Having changed the 
business model, the rental income from 
these buildings will cover 80% of the budget 
thus making the seminary more 
economically viable. But this means that we 
can’t house students in those rented out 
facilities anymore. 

The images intend to give an idea of what we 
have planned – with your help. 

Both floors will feature a kitchenette/lounge 
and ablution facilities.  

The building is designed energy efficient and 
‘green’. Rainwater will be harvested and 
stored in tanks. Solar water heaters will be 
installed on the roof. Prepaid electricity 
meters will allow for easy monitoring and 
reduction of cost.  

For a capital budget of this size we clearly do 
need overseas help from our Christian 
brothers but our aim is to raise at least 10% 
from within South Africa – will you help us? 

 

EVANGELICAL SEMINARY  
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

 

New 
Accommodation 
building 

EVANGELICAL SEMINARY  
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Banking details:  
Account name: ESSA  
First National Bank  
Boom St Branch  
(Branch/Sort Code: 221 325) Account No. 
5093 1189 217 Swift Code: FIRNZAJJA767 

Tel: +27 (0)33 3941679  
Fax: +27 (0)33 3941679  
(please call ahead to indicate an incoming 
fax) 

Above image shows the location of the new accommodation building on the campus. Front 
left is the administration building with the library in the center and the “Ecap” building in the 
front right. The accommodation block will be placed in the corner behind the admin building 
and the library. The space is currently still occupied by the old stables. 

Below image shows a draft layout of what the first floor would / could look like. The ground 
floor will include double rooms with an eye toward disabilities and other concessions. 


