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PAST      …      PRESENT      …      FUTURE 
 IN THIS ISSUE 

The Steps of Faith Newsletter was re-
launched in 2012. The Seminary had lost its 
registration and had to send all students off 
to other institutions as we were no longer 
permitted to offer official programmes.  

The Steps of Faith were re-done in order to 
communicate and share what was happening 
at ESSA. We invited you to join in these steps 
of faith. We took several smaller steps on a 
bigger path or longer journey. We took steps 
to clear the financial debt. We took steps to 
admit and confess the wrongs and ask for 
forgiveness. We took steps to repair the 
reputational damage and build up relations 
and trust again. We took steps to show that 
we, as a Seminary, want to serve the church 
again, not have churches serve us. We took 
steps to identify what was needed and to 
design a training model that meets that 
need. We took steps to get that training 
model accredited and get the Seminary 
registered once again. All of this happened 
between 2012 and 2019.  

And now here we are. 

The Seminary turns 40 in 2020. 40 years 
since ESSA (EBSemSA at the time) opened 
its doors and accepted students for the first 
time. 40 years … 

Some have compared these 40 years to the 
Israelites in the wilderness. I don’t believe 
that ESSA is God’s “chosen Seminary” 
(especially not above any other) and there 
are many more important differences. I 
rather see a parallel to Jonah. Jonah 
misbehaved and after a long and challenging 
journey God finally got him to where he was 
supposed to be all along. But the story 
doesn’t end there, does it? Jonah arrives in 
Nineveh … and now the actual work only 
begins. Now Jonah has to do what he was 
sent to do. Here I do see a parallel to Israel in 

the wilderness again: After years of 
preparation now the true test comes. Now 
the work begins. Now the Seminary needs to 
show that the concept doesn’t just look good 
on paper but actually works. 

We have many biblical examples like Israel in 
the wilderness, Jonah, Paul, Jesus, and many 
more. Examples of those who were prepared 
and, when it counted, have proven their 
worth. But we also have many other biblical 
examples. Examples of Peter, Judas, Ananias 
and Sapphira, who were prepared, 
experienced great things, and when it 
mattered, … fell short and failed. 

Even being a ministry rather than a business 
is no guarantee for “success”. The Seminary 
is not “pre-destined for greatness”. There are 
still ample opportunities to mess up what 
God has done up to this point. This is in no 
way limiting Gods omnipotence but history 
in general, as well as very personal has shown 
that God doesn’t prevent people or ministries 
from falling flat on their faces if they resist 
HIS guidance. The fact that God has restored 
us (praise be to him!) does not guarantee 
smooth sailings. We still need his guidance. 

So here we are. Willing to once again train 
students for his ministry. Willing to not only 
teach but to model and shape what it means 
to be a servant of God. To learn from our 
students and to help them learn from the 
Bible what it means to be Christ-like.  

These next years will be even more 
challenging than the last. More than ever will 
we need your prayer, your support, and your 
feedback. More than ever will we need YOU. 

Here we are, ready to walk the next Steps of 
Faith on this wondrous journey with God. 
Will you join us? 

On behalf of the Seminary, 

 
Johannes Klapprodt,  
Academic Dean 

Academic Calendar 2020 
The latest update on our Academic Calendar for 
2020. We are excited to start training again. 
Read more on p. 2  

New Students 
We have, so far, accepted 3 students into the 
BTh programme. But there is still space. Read 
about it on p. 3 

Upcoming: ESSA’s 40th anniversary 
Can you believe it? ESSA turns 40 in 2020!    
More details on p. 2 

ESSA: touching many lives in all humility  
Do you have any idea how many lives have been 
touched by ESSA? Do you know who else in your 
sphere has been involved? A brief story on p. 3 

Spread the Word! 
Here we are. Back again. But does anyone know 
yet? Maybe you could help? More on p. 3 

New Director: Dr. Beatrice Okyere-Manu  
With a new year and a new era we have a new 
director as well. Dr. Beatrice Okyere-Manu has 
been appointed to replace Dr Rowanne Marie. 
More details on p. 3 

We wish you a blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 2020 ! 

Here we are 

December 2019 
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The Academic Calendar is always a challenge 
for education institutions. The “block release” 
model does give us certain liberties but 
designing a calendar for a full year is still quite 
difficult. 

The above calendar should be understood as 
an intended plan, not as set in stone and as 
strict as the Law of the Medes and Persians. 
This is the latest version and we will do our best 
to update you regularly on any changes. Please 
also visit our website at www.essa.ac.za or visit 
us on Facebook for more news and updates.  

We have received a number of applications so 
far and we will limit our intake to 10 students 
per course in order to maintain the individual 
impact. But there is still time. Even though 
courses will be limited to 10 students we can 
schedule ‘repeat’ courses if need be. This 
means that the same course will be offered at a 
later time in the year to allow more students to 
register for it. 

The block release also allows students to join at 
any stage in the year, although it is of course 
preferable to begin with the foundational 
courses such as Survey of Old or New 
Testament, Study Skills, etc. 

But in certain cases, ESSA has been known to 
make exceptions and accommodate students 
in order to suit their realities of ministry and 
life. So, don’t hesitate to ask. 

Do you know anyone who might consider 
studying for a BTh but can’t afford a full-time 
residential programme or would struggle with 
distance learning models? Why not share the 
good news about ESSA? 

 

The Seminary opened its doors for students in 
1980 at 200 Pine Street. 2020 will mark the 40th 
anniversary of this big event. And what better 
news than a re-opening after years of 
challenges and obstacles. Yet, through God’s 
grace: Here we are.  

We are currently considering and planning 
various festivities and would love for you to 
celebrate them with us. The dates are not yet 
definite, but we are looking at the weekend 
around 23 of May 2020. The exact format will 
be decided in various committees, but official 
information will be sent out shortly. If you want 
to make sure that you will receive it, why don’t 
you just drop us an email to info@essa.ac.za ? 
Just write “anniversary” in the subject line and 
we will add you to the mailing list. 

ESSA has a long and rich history, mainly 
consisting of men and women who were 
committed to serve God rather than 
themselves. God has used these commitments 
to reach out across the globe – including you! 
How have you been impacted by these men 
and women in God’s service? Share your story 
with us in preparation for the anniversary. Even 
brief little anecdotes can be sent to 
info@essa.ac.za   Thank you! 

 

The above letter responds to Phil Capps 
acceptance of the position as the Seminary’s first 
Principal. This and many other miracles all 
combine into ESSA’s rich history of God’s Grace. 

Course Name and Code Dates Lecturers 

Orientation 27-31 Jan J. Klapprodt 

COR 101 – Study Skills and Research 
Methods 

24-28 Feb J. Klapprodt 

BIB 101 – Survey of the OT, pt 1 23-27 Mar Dr. de Haan 

BIB 102 – Survey of the OT, pt 2 30 Mar – 03 Apr Dr. de Haan 

BIB 103 – Survey of the NT, pt 1 04-08 May Dr. Wyngaard 

BIB 104 - Survey of the NT, pt 2 11-15 May Dr. Wyngaard 

BIB 107 – Pentateuch 08-12 Jun Dr de Haan 

BIB 106 – Life of Christ 06-10 Jul Dr. Wyngaard 

BIB 105 – Hermeneutics & Exegesis 03-07 Aug B. Diener 

TRA 101 – Systematic Theology, pt 1 31 Aug – 04 Sep M. Makoa 

TRA 102 – Turning Points in 
Christianity 

28 Sep – 02 Oct Tba 

MIN 101 – Teaching as Ministry 26-30 Oct Dr. Hardy 

MIN 102 - Homiletics 23-27 Nov Tba  

Here it is:  
The Academic Calendar 2020 

Upcoming: 
ESSA’s 40th 

anniversary! 

New Students 

http://www.essa.ac.za/
https://www.facebook.com/EvangelicalSeminaryofSA/
mailto:info@essa.ac.za
mailto:info@essa.ac.za
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As shown on the previous page the Seminary 
archives are full of invaluable jewels. While 
going through the archives I found a letter 
(shown below) sent from the Association of 
Evangelicals of Africa and Madagascar on 5 
March 1979 – a year before ESSA would open 
its doors. At the time of writing that letter I was 
not yet 6 years old and about to return to 
Germany for home assignment and my first 
year of primary school. 

The letter was addressed to Rev Hugh 
Wetmore, well known to friends of ESSA, and 
written by Eric Maillefer, Administrative 
Secretary of AEAM, located in Nairobi, Kenya. 
The letter stated that news of ESSA had been 
sent to Tokunboh Adeyemo, another well-
known person in the African context, even 
though Tokunboh was in Aberdeen at the time. 

The letter suggested that Rev Wetmore 
approach a number of other persons who 
might be willing to get involved or at least 
support the Seminary in its early stages.  

These persons were Hans Eissler, a German 
evangelical pastor who later would organize 
evangelistic Youth Services within the church 
for those who hadn’t heard about Christ. Even 
though he was in his 70’s by then he still had a 
way of connecting with the young persons – I 
was one of them. 

Another mentioned person was Rolf 
Scheffbuch, brother of Winrich Scheffbuch, 
another evangelical pastor in Germany within 
the state church. Winrich Scheffbuch would 
later support ESSA through “Hilfe für Brüder”, 
a German mission organization. Winrich 
Scheffbuch taught me and confirmed me back 
in 1985. 

Another mentioned person was Ernst Vatter at 
the time president of the Association of 
Evangelical Missions in Germany and Director 

of the Liebenzeller Mission, the agency my 
parents applied with before ultimately joining a 
different missions organization.  

Further mentioned persons were Bruno Herm 
and Daniel Herm. Bruno was Director of the 
German Missions Society while Daniel was 
President (?) of the Missions Bible College 
“Wiedenest”. Both were personal friends of my 
parents and legend has it that I spent time 
playing with their children. 

All of these have directly or indirectly been part 
of the ESSA story. None of them ever 
mentioned ESSA to me or bragged about 

having been asked to be involved. Most of 
them are not aware that I am serving at ESSA 
now and that we do have this common 
connection, among others.  

Now I can’t help but wonder who else may 
have been involved with ESSA, whom I know 
personally, but we never mentioned ESSA to 
each other? What stories did we miss out on? 
What great opportunities to thank God for 
what he did in this place? 

May I suggest that you spend a moment 
thinking about these possible connections 
YOU may have? Wouldn’t it be wonderful to 
share these connections with each other? To 
give thanks together for what God has done? 

Maybe you will even let others know about it 
and find even more connections you didn’t 
know you had? 

A few weeks ago, I attended a Pastor’s 
fraternal and when I was introduced two 
pastors mentioned that they had both studied 
at ESSA. Both had been in the same fraternal 
for years – and had never realized that they 
both studied at the same institution and only 
missed each other by 1 year. You can imagine 
the surprise. 

Who in your circle of friends may have been 
linked to ESSA at some point but you never 
knew? Isn’t it time you found out? And gave 
thanks to the Lord for what he has done, 
together? 

ESSA – touching 
many lives in all 

humility 
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Over the past couple of years, I have 
encountered many rumours regarding the 
Seminary. Some I had been aware of while 
others were completely new to me. 

Now that we are heading into a new era it 
might be helpful to set the record straight on 
some of them.  

ESSA was NOT deregistered through an Anti-
Christian agenda. We failed to submit required 
documents for a lengthy period of time. That 
led to our de-registration.  

ESSA did NOT continue to offer qualifications 
or programmes without registration or 
permission to do so. We concluded teaching in 
2011 and handed all students over to other 
institutions. 

ESSA DID facilitate a “pilot project” in 2015 in 
which we took the block-release mode for a 
test drive to see whether it was viable. We 
never claimed that pilot project to be 
accredited. 

ESSA has NOT been bought by an overseas 
company or ministry. We have stabilized the 
financial situation through help of individual 
donors, strict financial policies and good 
housekeeping as well as rental income from 
owned properties along Pine Street. 

ESSA finally IS fully registered (DHET) and 
accredited (CHE) and is listed on the NLRD 
database (SAQA). Any student will receive full 
recognition at any other registered institution. 

ESSA has NOT been taken over by a 
denomination, a cult, an imperialist scheme to 
subvert theological education, a money-
making consortium, or any other nefarious 
body. The Seminary is still owned and 
governed by our directors, all of which have a 
long-standing connection to the Seminary. 

ESSA HAS made the transition from an NPO to 
a NPC (RF). This is not a hidden message but a 
development in line with changes in the Higher 
Education Act and the Companies Act. 

ESSA is NOT limited to accepting only African, 
Indian, Coloured, or white students. The 
Seminary continues to pursue a multi-racial, 
multi-denominational, multi-cultural, student 
body as far as possible. But this possibility 
depends mainly on applications. Applications 
however will not be coming as long as above 
rumours persist. 

Will you help to spread the word? 

 

Beatrice studied at ESSA from 1998-2001 and 
graduated in 2001 with a Licentiate in 
Theology (Development). She continued her 
studies at the University of Natal, today UKZN. 

Dr. Beatrice Okyere-Manu is a Senior Lecturer 
in the School of Religion, Philosophy and 
Classics at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. 
She is the Programme Director for Applied 
Ethics. Beatrice is a member of the Circle of 
Concerned African Women Theologians, 
Theological Society of South Africa, Globethics 
and The Collaborative for HIV and AIDS, 
Religion and Theology (CHART). Her research 
interest is in Development ethics with special 
focus on the following areas: HIV and AIDS, 
Ethical issues Affecting African Women, 
Indigenous Knowledge in African Culture, 
Environmental Ethics, Migration Ethics and 
Professional Ethics. 

Her husband, Dr Benson Okyere-Manu, is also 
an ESSA graduate.  They have three children. 

Dr Beatrice has been appointed to replace Dr 
Rowanne Marie who resigned from her post as 
Director due to work commitments.  

Dr Rowanne has been appointed as President 
of the Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary. She 
is the first female president of a 
denominational college not only in South 
Africa but probably on the continent. We 
congratulate her on this appointment and wish 
her all the best. She will remain a member of 
the ESSA governing body and we are grateful 
for her years of dedicated service as a director 
of the company.  

ELECTRONIC ADDRESS 

www.essa.ac.za  

info@essa.ac.za  

PHYSICAL ADDRESS  
189 Pine Street  
Pietermaritzburg 

POSTAL ADDRESS  
P O Box 2400  
Pietermaritzburg 3200  
South Africa 

Banking details:  
Account name: ESSA  
First National Bank, Boom St Branch  
(Branch/Sort Code: 221 325)  
Account No. 5093 1189 217  
Swift Code: FIRNZAJJA767 

Tel: +27 (0)33 3941679  

 

 

EVANGELICAL SEMINARY 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Director: Dr. Beatrice 
Okyere-Manu 

Spread the 
Word! 

http://www.essa.ac.za/
mailto:info@essa.ac.za

